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famow: 
sion’ NEW CABINET IN AUSTRIA 
hovers Chancellor Julius Raab under whose guidance Austria 
' achieved independence and economic recovery after World 
an ide War II] resigned beginning of April for reason’s of health. Pre- 
oaks sident Adolf Schaerf asked, therefore, Dr. Alfons Gorbach, 
1al ais! one of the three presidents of Austria’s Nationalat (parliament) 
and chairman of the Austrian People’s Party, to form a new 
) government. 
Mr. Gorbach completed his assignment successfully and 
' the new cabinet was sworn in on April 11. The new chancellor 
} retained most of the previous cabinet members, with the ex- 
ception of the ministers for Finance and Defense and the 
————§ secretaries of State in the ministries of the Interior and of 
» Foreign Affairs. The new appointees, all four members of 
: the chancellor(s People’s Party, are: 
f Dr. Josef Klaus, Minister of Finance, was born August 
) 15, 1910 in Mauthen, Carinthia. After attending High School 
b in Klagenfurt, he studied at 
) the universities of Marburg an 
der Lahn (Germany) and Vienna 
» receiving his doctor of law 
) degree in 1934. He first worked 
| in the lumber business and was 
p active in the christian-social 
) labor movement. He served in 
§ the army during World War II, 
"was captured and returned in 
91945 opening a law practice 
pin Hallein. Entering politics, 
he was elected Governor of the Land (province) of Salzburg 
in 1949 and represented Salzburg since 1952 as national com- 
mittee man in the presidium of the People’s Party. His many- 
sided cultural interests were influential in the planning and 
constructing of Salzburg’s new Festival House. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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See page 5 




















IN THE SPIRIT OF GEORGE C. MARSHALL 
By Julius Raab 
At the occasion of the signing of the 
Agreement on the use of the Counterpart 
Funds, Federal Chancellor Julius Raab 
made the following statement: 

Almost fourteen years have passed since the American 
people unselfishly opted for the salvation of the old continent 
and created a plan of unparalleled generosity, the Marshall 
Plan, 

The Austrian state received the Marshall Plan deliveries 
as a gift. The recipients of these goods, though, had to pay 
for them in Austrian currency in favor of the Austrian govern- 
ment. Thus, the schilling counterpart values were created, 
generally known now as ‘‘Counterpart Funds’’, the largest 
part of which were distributed as investment credit assistance. 

While the European Recovery Program (Marshall Plan) 
was terminated more than seven years ago, the mechanism 
of this assistance continues to function thanks to its so 
simple and at the same time so ingenious construction. Due 
to the fact that the ERP credits carry interest and are being 
refunded in yearly rates, the funds continue to receive means 
which become available for Austria’s investment financing. 
Thus, ever since the beginning of the European Recovery 
Program, there was a tremendous capital available which 
could pumped into the economic system. 

The considerations which guided the American states- 
men and produced the European Recovery Program, resemble 
those of a doctor who decides to eliminate damaging in- 
fluences from a diseased body so as to restore its healthy 
vigor. But as the doctor can only heal if his advice is sup- 
ported by the patient’s optimism, so the assistance program 
for Austria turned out to be so successful because the Aus- 
trian people had suddenly shaken off the creeping evil of an 
age-old economic pessimism and entered their future with the 
firm will to survive and reconstruct. 

Repeatedly, the United States has recognized the fine 
use Austria has made of the European Recovery Program 
funds. These funds were not used to just close a hole in the 
budget but to further productive goals. And it is good to re- 


member this now because such an application of the funds is 
(Continued on page 2) 
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NEW CABINET (Continued from page 1) 

Dr. Karl Schleinzer, Minister of Defense, was born Janu- 
ary 8, 1924 in St. Gertraud. He comes from peasant stock and 
acquired his first agricultural 
training in Southwest Germany 
and East Tyrol. His studies 
at the Technical Institutes of 
Stuttgart and Koenigsberg 
(Germany) were interrupted by 
World War II. He received his 
doctor’s degree from the Uni- 
versity of Vienna after the 
war. Before being appointed 
to the cabinet post, he had 
held various important posi- 
tions in farm organizations and government committees con- 
cerned with agricultural problems. 

Dr. Otto Kranzlmayr, Secretary of the Interior, was born 
November 17, 1911 in Ried near Innsbruck. He studied law 
at the universities of Vien- ’ : 
na and Innsbruck and received 
his doctor’s degree in 1938. 
From 1939 to 1945 he served 
with the armed forces. Im- 
mediately thereafter he start- 
ed his legal career to be- 
come attorney general in 
his home town Ried 1946. 
In 1953 he campaigned for 
the People’s Party and won 
his seat in parliament. He Bag 
is a member of the parliamentary committees for justice, 
constitution and foreign trade and commerce. 

Dr. Ludwig Steiner, Assistant Secretary of State, was 
born April 14, 1922 in Innsbruck. He attended public and 
trade schools in Innsbruck 
and received his doctor’s deg- 
ree in economics at the uni- 
versity of Innsbruck in 1948, 
Though, severely wounded 
during World War I, he had 
been constantly in touch with 
Dr. Karl Gruber, one of the 
leaders of the Austrian under- 
ground. He became instrumental 
at war’s end in saving Inns- 
bruck from combat action when 
the Americans approached the city. He worked in several 
capacities in Innsbruck’s municipal administration before 
launching his political career which led him as press attache 
to Paris and as secretary to Mssrs. Gruber and Raab to Mos- 
cow and Rome. When appointed to his cabinet post he was 
serving as charge d’affair in Sofia. 











At a special cabinet meeting at the Ballhausplatz in 
Vienna outgoing chancellor Julius Raab expressed his thanks 
to his fellow cabinet members and all the civil servants for 
their faithful services during his eight years tenure. In turn 


Vice-Chancellor Pitterman for the Socialist Party and Min- 
ister for Commerce. Dr. F. Bock for the People’s Party 
stressed in their speeches both parties’ appreciation for 
Raab’s ceaseless efforts in behalf of the country and his 
ever present willingness to work productively together with 
the members of the coalition government. 

Following this cabinet meeting, the new Chancellor, 
Adolf Gorbach, was sworn in by President Adolf Schaerf in 
the presence of his predecessor Raab and Vice-Chancellor 
Pitterman. In his speech the President pointed out that chan- 
cellor Raab had served in his position for nearly eight years. 
Though it could not be avoided that he met frequently criti- 
cism from his political ppponents, far more important was the 
fact that under his guidance the country’s internal affairs 
were conducted in a peaceful spirit of collaboration, a fact 
which greatly improved Austria’s standing among the nations 
of the world which consequently was the basis for Austria’s 
present favorable economic situation. 


GEORGE C. MARSHALL (Continued from page 1) 
to be the guiding principle ‘n the future as well. 
The road from the need for assistance during the first 


post-war years to participation in the international competi- ‘ 


tive struggle in the world markets has not always been easy. 
At first, the policy of trade liberalisation between the OEEC- 
countries was looked upon with distrust and worry since the 
protective and autarcic policies of decades had become the 
accustomed thing. But during a period of grace, during which 
Austria was treated as a special case in order to permit the 
country the creation of a substantial basis for entering the 
arena of international economic competition, Austria was 
enabled to adapt herself to the standards of the other trad- 
ing nations. 

Again and again today we hear of prosperity and economic 


success. Their foundations are two quite concrete elements: i 


the one is the Austrian effort and industry, the other the 
American financial and goods assistance. They enabled the 
Austrian economy, and particularly our basic industries, to 
make those investments which were necessary for the estab- 
lishment of a balanced economic structure, and which con- 
stituted the prerequisite for Austria’s appearance in the 
world markets. If nowadays Austrian businessmen and Aus- 
trian merchandise can be found all over the world, then this 
is proof that our country has managed to make the most of 
its chance. 

The transfer of the European Recovery Program funds 
into Austrian hands entails a grave responsibility: namely to — 
make use of these means with vision and in the spirit of 4 
George C. Marshall and the American people in such a way k 
that they permanently continue to further the well-being of 
Austria, Europe and the whole free world. The Austrian people 


will gladly emulate the United States in fulfilling this oblige 


tion which America demonstrated in so exemplary a manner. 


—<_ 





THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be able to furnish more detailed information 
on any item printed in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 
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RAAB AFFIRMS AUSTRIA'S FRIENDSHIP FOR THE U.S. 
IN TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY 

At the occasion of his resignation, chancellor Julius 
Raab senta personal message to President John F. Kennedy. 
In his telegram Mr. Raab recalled that during his eight years 
of tenure he considered the constant strengthening of the 
bands of friendship between the two countries essential to 
the defense of freedom everywhere. In addition he assured 
the President of Austria’s ever-lasting gratitude for the post- 
war help given Austria by the United States during the post- 
war period, a help which contributed considerably to the 
fullfilment of Austria’s economic obligations. In conclusion 
the chancellor pointed out that the Austrian people had full 
confidence in the President’s politics and hope fervently 
that his endeavors for world peace will be realized with the 
help of the Allmighty. 


PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S MESSAGE TO 
CHANCELLOR RAAB 

WYashington, April 8, 1961 
Dear Mr. Chancellor: 

The American people cherishes the bonds of friendship, 
mutual respect, and devotion to common democratic ideals 
which unite our two countries. These bonds have grown in 
strength and durability during the years of your leadership. 
your dedicated service to Austria and to the principles and 
institutions of Western democracy has earned the respect and 
gratitude of free men everywhere. Under your stewardship 
Austria has steadfastly executed her mission as a bastion of 
freedom, a refuge for the oppressed, and an exemplar of the 
noblest traditions of Western civilization. As you prepare to 
lay down the demanding duties of the chancellorship, please 
accept on my behalf, and on the behalf of the people of the 
United States, our sincere best wishes. 

Sincerely, 
(sig-) John F. Kennedy 


ELECTIONS TO THE STYRIAN DIET 

The results of the recent elections to the Styrian Diet 
were eagerly awaited by all political parties. 735.000 voters 
(97% of the electorate) went to the polls. The leading party 
of the government coalition, the Austrian People’s Party 
(Oe VP) polled approximately 151,000 more votes than in the 
Previous election of 1957. The second government coalition 
party, the Socialists (SPOe) lost 4,300 votes and was also 
the only party to lose a seat in the Diet. The opposition 
parties scored some gains. The Freedom Party (FPOe) polled 
around 10% more votes than in 1957. The vote increase of the 
Communist Party (KPOe) from 17,000 in 1957 to 27,000 in the 
present voting came as a surprise. The party regained thereby 
the seat it lost in 1957 largely as an aftermath of the Hungarian 
uprising of 1956, The party was seemingly able to tide over 
these disadvantages but it should also be borne in mind that 
Styria is Austria’s most industrialized region. The overall 
results of the March elections were as follows: 

.Austrian People’s Party: 24 seats (1957: 24); Socialists 
20 seats (1957:21): Freedom Party: 3 seats (1947: 3); Com- 
munists: 1 seat (1957: 0). 


Page 3 
VOLUME OF AUSTRIAN EXPORT TRADE IN 1960 
Imports 
1960 1959 + 
in million schillings 
Foodstuffs 5.025 4.684 + 441 
Forage and Manure 652 . 567 + 85 
Raw Materials, 8.659 7.132 + 1,427 
including 
Coal and Coke 2.543 2.388 + 155 
Semi-finished products 6.259 4,946 + 1,313 
Finished products including 16.207 12,426 + 3.781 
Machines, conveyances 10.552 7.840 + 2.712 
Other finished products 5.655 4.586 + 1,069 
Additional merchandise 10 5 + 5 
36.812 29.760 + 7,052 
Exports 
1960 1959 + 
in million schillings 
Foodstuffs 1, 286 1,164 ¢ 
Raw materials including 6.153 5.823 + 330 
Electric current 566 512 + 54 
Other raw materials 5.587 5.311 + 276 
Semi-finished products 8.401 6.852 + 1,549 
Finished products 13.253 11,290 + 1,963 
including 
Machines, conveyances 4.749 3.848 + 901 
Other finished products 8.504 7.442 + 1,062 
Additional merchandise 26 32 - 6 
29.119 25.161 + 3.958 
(Austrias eight most important trade partners) 
Imports Exports Volume 
1960 1960 
Federal Republic in million schillings 
of Germany 14,705 7,808 22.513 
Italy 2.963 4.847 7.810 
United States 2.703 1,283 3.986 
Switzerland/Liechtenstein 1.594 1,403 2,997 
Great Britain 1,818 820 2.638 
Soviet Union 1,051 1,017 2.068 
Holland 1,162 883 2.045 
France 1,358 507 1,865 


In 1959, the export trade volume produced the follow- 


ing sequence of countries. 
Imports 
1959 


Exports Volume 


1959 
in million schillings 


Federal Republic 


of Germany 11,981 6.578 18.559 
Italy 2.339 4.140 6.479 
United States 2.031 1.484 3.515 
Switzerland/Liech- 

tenstein 1.300 1,142 2.442 
Great Britain 1,375 647 2.022 
Holland 1,012 692 1,704 
Soviet Union 768 874 1,642 
France 435 1,556 


1,121 
(Continued on page 4) 
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COUNTERPART FUNDS AGREEMENT 
HAS BEEN SIGNED 
Federal Chancellor Raab 
expresses gratitude to American people 

Vienna. — On March 29, Federal Chancellor Julius Raab 
and the Ambassador of the United States in Vienna H. Free- 
man Matthews have signed the new American-Austrian Agree- 
ment concerning the use of Counterpart Funds through which 
these funds are transferred to exclusively Austrian adminis- 
tration. Chancellor Raab stressed that the Austrian people 
will never forget the assistance rendered to them by the 
United States. 

The new agreement establishes the complete sovereignty 
of the Austrian Federal Government over the disposition of 
the counterpart funds and terminates the participation of the 
American government in the counterpart program. 

ERP (European Recovery Program)—counterpart funds 
total at present 10.9 billion schillings (approximately 26 
schillings equal one dollar) most of which have been made 
available to the Austrian economy in the form of credits. In 
the future, the yearly plans for the use of available funds 
will be designed to avoid an inflationary pressure upon the 
Austrian currency. Yearly refunds from credits and payments 
of interest will amount to approximately 800 million schillings. 


The Statement of the Federal Chancellor 

In a statement at the occasion ofthe signing of the agree- 
ment, Federal Chancellor Raab recalled the generous assist- 
ance the United States have rendered to Austria. (Full text 
on page 1). Chancellor Raab said to Ambassador Matthews: 
‘*To you, Mr. Ambassador, I express my personal thanks for 
the active support you have lent to the conclusion of this 
agreement. May I ask you to convey to your government and 
your people the gratitude of the Austrian people and tell them 
that we shall never forget this help of the United States of 
America in the hour of our greatest need.’’ 


In his reply, Ambassador Matthews termed the new ERP 
Agreement a milestone on the road of close and fruitful col- 
laboration between Austria and the United States. 

The signing of this agreement, the Ambassador stressed, 
means even more. It underscores the cordial relations exist- 
ing between the two countries. These relations mr. Matthews 
called today as close and friendly as ever and marked by the 
common understanding and respect which represent the only 
sound and permanent basis for the international community in 
our times. He said, he saw an additional sympton of these 
cordial relations in the lack of any bilateral problems or dif- 
ficulties which could disturb this harmony. 

It is the sincere wish of the United States, the American 
Ambassador said that the counterpart funds which from now on 
are under complete Austrian control, will continue playing an 
important role in maintaining the economic vigor and com- 
petitive strength of Austria. With particular interest he ack- 
nowledged the Federal Chancellor’s declaration that Austria 
intends to use these funds for the benefit of Austria as well 
as of Europe and the entire free world. 


Assistance for the under-developed countries 

It seems particularly appropriate, Mr. Matthews added, 
that part of these funds which originally served the recovery 
of Europe should now be dedicated to the highly responsible 
task of assisting the under-developed countries in the im- 
provement of their lot and the development of their economic 
potential.’’ 

In conclusion, the American Ambassador thanked the 
Federal Chancellor and all those members of the Austrian 
government who had worked for the agreement, for their 
personal contribution. 


AUSTRIA AS MODEL FOR SOLUTION OF LAOS PROBLEM 

Before leaving New Delhi Secretary of State Dean Rusk 
declared to representatives of the press that after a cease 
fire the most urgent aim would be the establishment of the 
neutrality of Laos preferably on the model of Austria’s neu- 
trality. 


Asked what was meant by such a neutrality, he declared 
that this meant a country that was not linked militarily to 
anybody and offered no bases for military penetration; a 
country not dominated from outside; a country whose leaders 
were free to determine and to direct independently the internal 
and external policies of their country. 


CONFERENCE OF DIPLOMATS AGREES ON A 
““VIENNA CONVENTION” 

The series of agreements now being threshed out by a 
conference of the United Nations in Vienna will be called 
‘*The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations and Immu- 
nities’’. The text of the convention will be available for sig- 
nature in the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Vienna 
until October 31, 1961 and in the UN in New York until March 
31, 1962 for all those powers that wish to function as the 
Signatory powers. Afterwards all states belonging to the UN 
or to its special organizations, furthermore the states that 
recognize the jurisdiction of the International Court of Jus- 
tice or are specially invited by the General Assembly of the 
UN, may declare their accession to the convention. 

Having passed these resolutions the main committee of 
the conference has finished its work and it is up to the plen- 
ary sessions of the conference to approve it. 

The records of the text of the convention will be depos- 
ited in the State Archives in Vienna where the records of the 
proceedings of the Congress of Vienna of 1815 are also filed. 


5.094 WHO CHOSE FREEDOM 
In 1960, 5.094 refugees made their way from the [ron 
curtain countries to Austria, i.e., 33% more than in 1959. 


EXPORT TRADE (Continued from page 3) 


In 1960, the Federal Republic of Germany topped all 
other foreign trade partners of Austria. As shown in the 
above tabulation, the other countries followed in this se 
quence: Italy, the United States, Switzerland, Great Britain, 
Holland and France. 

(Approximately 26 Austrian schillings equal one dollar). 
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VIENNA'S GARDEN FOR THE BLIND 

Inspired by the Communal Administration of the City of 
Vienna, two Austrian architects conceived the idea of a 
special garden for the blind, exclusively created for their 
use and pleasure — a garden where they could at least ap- 
proximate the never-ending pleasures enjoyed by all those 
who have their eyes to see and take public parks for granted. 

There existed no precedent, no model for the two enter- 
prising architects to emulate. In the whole of Europe no 
garden existed that had been designed with consideration for 
those who were unable to see it. Thus, imagination and sym- 
pathetic understanding had to take the place of long ex- 
ploratory trips abroad. 









In the Vienna Garden for the Blind, part of the Wertheimstein 
Park in the city’s 19th district: (foreground) flowerbeds for 
odoriferous plants as well as plants recognizable by the 
touch; (background) the clubhouse. 


The project became reality, and Vienna established the 
first Garden for the Blind in its Wertheimstein Park. The 
guiding principle of the garden is to make it possible for the 
blind to move around in it without the use of guide dogs. In 
order to achieve this, an embossed map of the whole terrain 
is placed in the immediate vicinity of the entrance, giving 
all necessary explanations in braille script. From this point, 
the visitors feel their way along the flowerbeds by touching 
the leaves and blossoms. To facilitate this, the beds con- 
tain a special selection of odoriferous plants and other 
plants which are recognizable by the touch. Their detailed 
description can also be read by the braille system, i.e., with 
the help of the fingers. Most of the visitors of the garden 
have understood the botanical information thus conveyed to 
them so well that they are able to name the flowers and 
plants by just ‘‘looking at them with their fingers’’. 

Walking on, the visitors reach wide lawns where con- 
fortable deck-chairs wait for them and small tables suitable 
for a game of chess or cards. 

In the center of the garden, a clubhouse with a closed-in 
veranda has been built as a refuge against too much sun or 
heavy rain. Close to it, a ‘‘singing acoustic fountain’’ har- 
moniously murmurs its quiet melody: drops of its water fall 
on brass cymbals tuned in accordance with the twelve-tone 









enjoy 
listening to a so-called acoustic fountain which they cannot 
see. The acoustic fountain has been designed by Austrian 
sculptor J. Seebacher. 


In the Vienna Garden for the Blind, the afflicted can 
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The above picture shows a group of blind children as they 
have gentle fun with a patient donkey. 





system. They create very fine accords which change ever so 
often when the wind drives the falling drops to always vary- 
ing groups of cymbals. 

All visitors derive the greatest enjoyment from the small 
animal park populated with donkeys, lambs, rabbits and other 
small beasts. These tame animals respond very pleasantly 
to the caresses of the blinds’ hands which feel their way so 
carefully and so lovingly. 
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EXTENSION OF AUSTRO-AMERICAN CULTURAL 
EXCHANGE ASSURED UNTIL 1971 

The Austrian federal chancellor Julius Raab and the 
American ambassador to Austria Mr. Matthews exchanged re- 
cently notes concerning the continuation of the Fulbright pro- 
gram in Austria. According to this arrangement a small part 
of the counterpart funds will be made available for the Aus- 
tro-American educational exchange in the future, thereby af- 
firming the continuation of the Fulbright program until 1971. 

Within the framework of this program the exchange of 
American and Austrian professors, teachers and students 
between the two countries has taken place since 1950. 

Ambassador Matthews expressed the gratitude of his 
government at the completion of the new Fulbright arrange- 
ment: ‘‘There is no question’’, he declared,’’ that our two 
countries will benefit by this exchange program.’’ The 
ambassador stressed furthermore that every recipient of a 
Fulbright fellowship not only learned much but in turn con- 
tributed a great deal to the accomplishment of the program 
which is instrumental in showing that the two peoples are 
more alike than different from another. 


60 Millions for Exchange Activities 


At the end of the school year 1961/62 the United States 
will have spent 63 millions of schillings in Austria itself and 
13 millions in the United States in carrying through the Aus- 
trian Fulbright program. In addition an amount estimated at 
some 26 millions Austria schillings was spent by American 
public and private colleges and universities for research 
grants and salaries of the Austrian Fulbright fellows during 
their sojourn in the United States. 

The new Austro-American accord stipulates that out of 
a total amount of 10,900 millions Austrian schillings in count- 
erpart funds approximately 60 millions will be appropriated 
for the financing of further exchange activities in the educa- 
tional field. 

AUSTRIA BUILDS A POWER PLANT IN THAILAND 

Two leading Austrian companies Elin-Union AG, and 
Waagner-Biro A.G. were awarded a contract by the Thailand 
government for the construction of a steam power plant in 
Krabi, Thailand. The total order amounts to app. 325 millions 
schillings, out of which the Elin corporation will receive 200 
millions, the remaining 125 millions going to the Waagner-Biro 
company. 

The power plant will consist of two sets of turbo-gener- 
ators, boiler installations, cranes and other auxiliary struc- 
tures. The two Austrian companies will lay in addition 600 
km (roughly 400 miles) of surface power lines and build a 
landing pier. 

STUDY IN AUSTRIA 

The U.S. National Student Association’s latest addition 
to their travel-study program for 1961 provides a unique 3-in-1 
combination of residence study, travelling seminar and family 
living in different regions of Austria. 

The 65-day, $900, all-inclusive junket begins with a 
course of studies in Vienna, lasting one month. 

For further information apply to: R-2, U.S. National 
Student Association, 20 West 38th Street, New York 18, N.Y. 


AUSTRIAN TOURISTS IN THE U.S.A. 

The first organized group of Austrian tourists responding 
to President Kennedy’s ‘‘Visit America’’ campaign arrived 
here recently by plane from Vienna. 

The group, comprising 87 men and women, were wel- 
comed at Idlewild Airport by Austrian Consul Dr. Johanna 
Nestor and New York’s officials of the City of New York. 

After a few days of sightseeing in New York the tourists 
visited Washington, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Detroit and the 
Niagara Falls. 


**"VOICE OF AUSTRIA"’ ON THE AIR 
The short wave division of the Austrian State Radio be- 
gan in September 1960 a series of trial broadcasts which will 
transmit — at first tentatively by non-directional antenna — 
from a 50 kilowatt transmitter the ‘‘Voice of Austria’’ on the 
following frequencies: 
kilocycles meter band 


6155 49 
7200 41 
7245 4l 
9770 31 


time schedule 


1-3 p.m. EST 
7-9:30 p.m.EST 
3-5 a.m. EST 
5-7 p.m. EST 


Every Friday at 11 a.m. Eastern Standard Time and 
every Saturday at 12.30 EST comments by Dr. Rudolf Kalmar 
under the heading ‘‘A Week in Austria’’ will be broadcast in 
German, English and French. Many of these comments may 
be also heard in the United States. 


HONORARY DOCTOR DEGREE CONFERRED ON 
PROFESSOR HANS THIRRING IN USA 

Philadelphia Temple University conferred on April 11, 
as the honorary doctor degree upon the Austrian physicist 
Hans Thitring. The recipient will hold a series of lectures 
at a number of American universities. 


PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST TO OUR READERS 
Tourists visiting Austria may be interested to learn that 
an excellent English-language edition of the famed Baedeker 





¢ 


{ 


Travel Guide for the TYROL and SALZBURG has just beat 


published by MacMillan Publishers (Front and Brown Streets, 
Riverside, Burlington County, New Jersey). 
tT 
The Viking Press (625 Madison Avenue, New York 22) 
has just published: The Congress of Vienna. — a study i 
Allied unity: 1812-1822. By Harold Nicholson. 
t : 
‘*Mozart’’. By Reba Paeff Mirsky (Follet Publishing Com | 
pany, Chicago). An excellent study of the great Austria j 
composer’s life and work, written for the music-loving youths” 
in the United States. 





MENU, PLEASE! 


Vienna — Good news for Vienna’s dogs: Police Chief 
Josef Holoubek recently cancelled an 1862 regulation 
banning dogs from public eating places in this city. 
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INTERNATIONAL THEATRICAL CONGRESS IN VIENNA 

‘‘The Producer’’ is slated to be the main topic of dis- 
cussion at the coming Congress of the International Theatri- 
cal Institute which will be held for the first time in Vienna, 
Austria June 5 to 10, 1961. According to an announcement of 
the general secretary of the organizing committee, Heinrich 
Schnitzler, all 41 member states of the Theatrical Institute 
shall be represented at the Vienna meeting which is to be 
conducted in the form of a forum discussion. 

A special committee was appointed for the Vienna Con- 
gress dealing with the problem of the theoretical education 
of actors, producers and dramatists, a subject that arouses 
lively interest in all civilized countries as recent trends show. 

The Eastern states will be represented at this congress 
as they were at the previous one which took place two years 
ago in Helsinki, Finland, with the main topic of discussion 
entitled ‘“‘The Avantgarde.’’ At present the president of the 
International Theatrical Institute which is a subdivision of 
the UNESCO — is Signor Torraca of Italy. Its secretary gen- 
eral-is Mr. Jean Barcante of France. 

Many social activities are planned for the participants of 
the Congress. They will also have the opportunity to enjoy 
part of the Vienna Festival program in June. 


FAMOUS PIANISTS GIVE A SPECIAL 





COURSE IN PIANO-PLAYING 
From June 4 to 26, 1961, the Vienna Festival in as- 
sociation with the /nternationales Kulturzentrum will offer 


a special course of instruction in piano-playing. Famous 


pianists such as Paul Badura-Skoda, Alfred Brendel and 
Joerg Demus will alternate as teachers. 

The number of those attending the course, either as 
students or as observers, will be limited. Applicants will be 
required to show that they are up to concert standard, and will 
have to submit a short curriculum. The fee for students is 
1500 Austrian schillings, for observers 500 schillings, (about 
26 schillings equal $1.-.). 

Applications should be made not later than May 15, 1961, 
to the INTERNATIONALES KULTURZENTRUM, Annagasse 
20, Vienna ]., from which full information can be obtained. 


MODERN AUSTRIAN COMPOSER 
HONORED IN CINCINNATI 

On March 29, the College Conservatory of Music in Cin- 
cinnati presented aconcert which was dedicated in its entirety 
to the performance of works by the Austrian composer Jeno 
Takacs, 

Takacs, born in 1902 in Siegendorf (Burgenland), com- 
pleted his musical studies at the Vienna Academy of Music 
and then spent considerable time teaching music and study- 
ing local folk music in Cairo (Egypt) and Manila (Philippines). 
He also toured the Middle and Far East and the United States 
aS a concert pianist. 

From 1942 to 1948, Takacs was Director of the Conserva- 
tory of Music in Pecs (Hungary). 

Since 1952, he teaches at the College Conservatory in 


| Cincinnati. 
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VIENNA SHOWS WORKS OF AMERICAN ARTISTS 

After exhibiting Picasso’s Linoleum cuts created from 
1958-60, Vienna’s Albertina shows now another part of its 
acquisitions of modern art since 1950. Arfists of many coun- 
tries (except France and Austria, which were shown at a pre- 
vious exhibition) are represented. 

From the United States came works by Leo Katz, Echaur- 
ren Matta, Man Ray, Ben Shahn and Frank Wallace. Mexico 
shows lithos of Orozco and Tamayo. Britain exhibits, among 
others, works by Robert Colquoun, S.W. Hayter, Henry Moore, 
John Piper, Graham Sutherland and William Scott. 

Commenting on the exhibition the New York Magazine 
‘‘Pictures on Exhibit’? wrote: ‘‘It can be said that Dr. Otto 
Benesch, the director, has maintained the Albertina’s standard 
as the most important collection of prints in the world despite 
the disruption of its activities during the occupation of Aus- 
tria by the Germans.’’ 

(A note to our readers: Austrian Information will carry 
a comprehensive report on the Albertina collection in one of 
its forthcoming issues. The Ed.) , 


AUSTRIAN SELECTIONS FOR 
MINNEAPOLIS “‘CONCERT OF THE NATIONS" 

Works of the Austrian composers Ernst Tittel, Hans 
Bauernfeind and Franz Burghart. will be performed in the 
‘Concert of the Nations’’ which is to take place on May 3rd 
in Minneapolis, Minn., and will be repeated on May 12th in 
St. John’s University. 74 Austrian composers had submitted 
their compositions for consideration. 

Five leading male choirs of American universities will 
participate in the ‘‘Concert of the Nations’’. Representing 
Austria, the Viennese choir master Gerhard Track will con- 
duct the St. John’s University choir which last year gave a 
very successful performance in Vienna. 





VIENNA CHOIR BOYS SING FOR BOSTON’S 
BLIND CHILDREN 

During their recent concert tour through the United 
States, the famous Vienna Choir Boys stopped in Boston to 
give a private performance for 300 blind children at the Per- 
kins School for the Blind. 

According to the Boston press the occasion marked the 
first time visiting foreign artists performed for charitable 
purposes. 

The concert, heard with great enthusiasm by the blind 
children was arranged between the management of the Vienna 
Choir Boys and Mr. L.R. Schumann, Austrian Consul in Bos- 
ton. 
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JEAN MADEIRA REJOINS VIENNA STATE 
OPERA COMPANY IN APRIL 

Jean Madeira will return from New York to Vienna to re- 
join the State Opera and to perform during the Vienna Festi- 
val in June. She will appear among other roles as Carmen, 
Amneris, Clytamnestra (in ‘‘Electra’’), Asuzena and Herodias 
(in ‘‘Salome’’), Before taking off for Austria Jean Madeira 
will give a number of concerts in the New England states 
and in Florida. 


FIRST “MERRY WIDOW’ IS DEAD 

On March 21, Mizzi Guenther, the first performer of the 
title role of Franz Lehar’s world-famous operetta ‘‘The Merry 
Widow’’ died in Vienna at the age of 81 years. 

Mizzi had begun her stage career as a young girl of 18 
years, reaching the top of achievement and glory when she 
was asked to create the role of the ‘‘Merry Widow’’. Before 
World War I had even begun, she had performed this enchant- 
ing role more than a thousand times, in those days an un- 
heard-of record. 


AN ALPINE ZOO TO BE 
OPENED IN INNSBRUCK 


Next year, American friends of the world of the Austrian 
Alps who visit Innsbruck will be able to inspect the first 
Alpine Zoo in Europe. Preparations for this animal park on 
the terrain of Weiherburg Castle are in full progress and will 
be completed in 1962. 


The animal park will comprise all animals which are to 
be found nowadays in the Alps in addition to species which 
roamed the Alps in earlier centuries before they were ex- 
terminated, such as the brown bear, the wolf, the lynx, and 
the beaver. 

The enclosures will be built ‘in accordance with the 
latest zoological methods so as to permit observation of even 
the shyest animals as, for example, the mountain cock and 
the moor-hen. 

The Alpine Zoo in Innsbruck will be used for breeding 
purposes as well as for scientific research. 


VIENNA FOOTBALL CLUB “‘RAPID"’ 
QUALIFIES FOR SEMI-FINALS OF EUROPE CUP 

The Vienna Football Club ‘‘Rapid’’ succeeded in beat- 
ing his opponent Malmoe (Sweden) in Vienna as well as in 
the return match in Malmoe 2:0 during the quarter-finals of 
the Europe Cup. 

Thus, ‘‘Rapid’’ has paved the way for participation in 
the semi-finals of this competition. The next opponent of the 
Vienna club will be the Portuguese champion team Benfica 
(Lisbon). The other participants in the semi-finals will be 
the SV-Hamburg and Barcelona. 

After the European championship competition, ‘‘Rapid’”’ 
will participate in the International Soccer League Tourna- 
ment in New York. 
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